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LEAVE FOR THE VETERANS

Commander-in-Chie- f H M Nevius

sends us the following copy of a tele-

gram
¬

received from the President

H M Nevius Commander-in-Chie- f

Grand Army of the Republic
The President has received your

telegram and in compliance with your
request has signed an executive order
granting to employe of the Federal
public service who are members of the
Grand Army of the Republic such por ¬

tion of their annual leave as they may
desire to enable them to attend the
National Encampment of the Grand
Army of the Republic

About the bust use we have heard
made of bloodhounds has been in Okla ¬

homa where they were put on the track
ot the Night Riders and it is believed
will bring a speedy relief from that
form of rascality

The New Tork New Hampshire
Hartford Railroad Is going to make an
extensive trial of electric power for
freight carriage and has ordered sev
eral electric locomotives for this pur

Tpose

The Alabama Legislature has ed

the pistol toting habit with a
law prohibiting the carrying of a pistol
of less than 24 inches in length and
prohibiting the sale ot slungshots dirks

-- or other weapons

Somehow a theory has a waj- - of dls
pointing just wheiryoir expect something
else For example there were six heat
prostrations in Washington City July
29 and every one of these was a negro
and mostly young negros at that The
oldest was only 45 years old while two
of the six were only 22

The engineers are taking every pre
caution that science can suggest to pre
vent damage by earthquakes to the

nocks on the Panama Canal They have
not only made the retaining walls and
other parts of such a mass of concrete
as would seem to give entire security
but they are reinforcing this with 7000
tons of old rails Part of this Is the
rail that the French had In use and
the rest Is worn out and bent and other- -
wise damaged rails from the Panama
road

The -- olive industry In California is
making more rapid strides than any
other and 25 miles from Los Angeles
is the biggest olive ranch in the world
and 10 times larger than any InSpaln
There are over 120000 oh bearing
trees which average 50 pounds of
olives to the tree Each acre on the
ranch contains 110 trees which pro-
duce

¬

2000 gallons of olives each sea
eon from which 250 gallons of pure
olive oil are extracted This at 52 a
gallon makes a net return of 500 to
the acre

Tliat tiresome person Col ffm F
Stewart bobs up again with a bill In-

troduced
¬

by Senator Chamberlain of
Oregon to make him a Brigadier-Gen-cra- L

Col Stewart Is the man who it
will be remembered made himself so
constantly and uniformly disagreeable
to the men and officers with whom he
was associated that he was finally exiled
to a remote Western pot where he had
nobody to make uncomfortable by his
disagreeableness He was finally put on
the retired list after an examination
and now wants to be made a Brigadler
Gcneral As Stewart had no war ser- -
vlce of any kind It would seem that he
has not earned this promotion and cer ¬

tainly he does not deserve It from the
way he has conducted himself during
his service

The costliest railroad in America is
said to be the Carolina Clinchleld
Ohio Railroad just completed from the
great coal fields of southwestern Vir-
ginia

¬

and eastern Kentucky to the cot-
ton

¬

district in South Carolina The
road crosses the entire Alleghany Moun ¬

tains at their widest part and reaches
an elevation of 2029 feet on the Bine
Ridge range From Dante Va to Bos

ic N C a distance of 211 miles there
are 35 tunnels aggregating seven miles
in length One of these thru the Clinch
Mountains took two years to drive and
cost over 2000000 The cuts and fills
are Innumerable and some of these the
largest and deepest to be found east of
the Mississippi River The largest cut
Is near the Soldiers Home at Johnson
City Tenn and is 85 feet deep a mile
Jong from grade ends requiring more
than 500000 cubic yards of dirt The
entire cost of the road was more than

30000000 nnd the average cost per
nlle in excess of 1123000

NATIONAL TRIBUNE WASHINGTON THURSDAY

THE ST CLOUD COLONY

The Strongest Commendations Are From the People Who Know

the Country

Editor National Tribune Having been ono of tlie Commission to
snpeniso the allotments to subscribers of the St Cloud Colony I was very
much Interested In the number of subscribers from widely distributed terri-
tory

¬

Practically every State in the Union was represented including the Can ¬

adian Northwest and Cuba It wns not surprising thnt many subscribers per¬

haps tlie majority were from the Tar AVcst and Northwest Old comrades
who have grown weary of the rigor of tliat clfmato now seek n milder one
for the years et remaining and as one who lias recently talked with me who
has been in Florida for two years said i am sure it will add 10 jcars to my
life

The matter of greatest significance to me as showing the value of the St
Cloud property is the fact that so many subscribers reside in Florida most
of whom lite in the vicinity o Klsslimncc who arc on the spot and
who know the value of the enterprise This to me is the bct recommenda ¬

tion the company could possibly have The more I look into it and the more I
hear from first hands the more I am persuaded that the St Cloud project will
not only a success as tliat is already assured but that it offers our
comrades an opportunity of acquiring a home at small cost in a climate
and amid surroundings that will make their declining 3 cars a joy n blessing

Respectfully jours
JXO 15 KING

Baltimore Md July 29 1009

THE REPUBLICANS IX VIRGINIA
The Republicans in Virginia express

lively hopes of being able to carry the
State They held a convention at New¬

port News last week which showed
abundance of interest in the campaign
which must have had its foundation
upon reasonable hopes of success The
discussion on the stand that the party
would take upon the liquor question
occupied parts of two days and devel
oped the strongest feeling on both sides
The decision of the convention was that
the Republicans must take a more ad ¬

vanced stand than the Democrats upon
this issue The Republicans of the
eastern part of the State principally
from Norfolk Richmond and Newport
News were for local option while those
in the mountain districts were stren
uous for absolute prohibition The plank
finally adopted Is thoro local option
with the provision that no liquor can
be sold in any district unless authorized
by a vote of the whole County This Is
the most advanced step taken by any
party in Virginia so far The rest of
the platform charges the Democratic
Party with mismanagement and ex-

travagance
¬

demands equal taxation for
every section and every man the elim-

ination
¬

of politics from the manage-
ment

¬

of schools increased pay for the
teachers lengthening of school terms
in school districts for a fair non-par- ti

san election law improvement of roads
and employment of convict labor upon
them more rigid bank examinations
proper care of the Confederate veter-
ans

¬

and the enactment of a pure food
law

Capt William P Kent of Wytheville
was nominated for governor and uni-

versally
¬

conceived to be a ery strong
candidate He is the son of a former
Democratic Lieutenant Governor of
Virginia a Gold Democrat who be-
came

¬

a Republican 13 years ago and
has been for some years Consul to
Guatemala He is the only Federal
official on the State ticket and lias for
warded his resignation as Consul so as
to leave him free He served as a Cap ¬

tain in the Spanish War under Gen
Fitzhugh Lee All parties say that the
ticket and platform are the strongest
which the Republicans of Virginia have
ever presented

Of late years the Democrats have
usually carried Virginia by a plurality
of more than 30000 Last year Bryan
received 82906 votes to 52573 votes for
Taft giving Bryan a plurality of 303 13

Three years before Swanson Democrat-
ic

¬

candidate for Governor received 83
544 votes to 45790 for Lewis the can
didate of the Republicans for Governor
and a very excellent man The Demo
crats have very decided majorities in
all of the 10 Congressional districts ex ¬

cept the Ninth in the extreme south-
west

¬

This district borders on east Ken-
tucky

¬

and Tennessee and last year gave
15093 votes for Campbell Slemp to
11592 for Byars Democrat The next
closest districts are the Seventh where
the Democrats have 4000 majority and
the Fifth in which Is the thriving man
ufacturing city of Danville At the last
Congressional election the Democratic
candidate received 7079 to 0988 for
the Republican The Democrats arc
now in a bitter fight between two rival
candidates for Governor and the Rr- -
publicans hope to take advantage of
this dissension

AX ERA OF GOOD TEELING
Certainly the fierce passions which

once raged along the western Missouri
line have abated to milk like calmness
Wc have a story of a mimic war be
tween the Kansas and the Missouri Na-
tional

¬

Guards In which an army of
1000 men from Fort Scott raided Camp
Hadley which 1500 Missouri troops
defended They captured the Missouri
storehouses and supplies The Missouri
troops operated from Fort Clinton and
they say that the cannonading uas
something terrific and according to all
military calculations both sides were
nearly destroyed in the two hours of
struggle The funny part of this thing
to the veterans is that Missouri nnd
Kansas troops should be able to play
at war without losing their temper For
about 20 years the liveliest war In thi3
whole country was along the Missouri
Kansas border From 1852 until along
in the 70s the things that the Kansas
people were doing to the MIssourlans
and the MIssourlans to the Kansas peo
ple were a plenty The Border Ruf
fians from Missouri and the Jay
Hawkers from Kansas raided one an¬

other with fierce pertinacity and no
man In any County on either side of
the border was at all a good subject
for life insurance After the war of
the rebellion actually began the MIs
sourlans and Kansans went at It more
systematically and one of the greatest
troubles of the commanders of the re
spective departments was to keep tho
Kansas raiders out of Missouri and the
Missouri raiders out of Kansas The
name of Quantrcll and his atrocities
make one shudder when mentioned and
Quantrcll was only one of a host Nor
did the war cease with Appomattox but
was kept up for years afterwards to
the intense annoyance of the Sheriffs
and other officers on both sldos of the
line
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SECTIONALISM AND ITS FRUITS
A specimen of the way some men

are industriously striving to keep alive
and Increase the bitterness of the
Southerners against the people of the
loyal portion of the Union Is a pamph ¬

let written by Benj F Grady Professor
of Mathematics and the Natural Sci-

ences
¬

in Austin College Huntsville
Tex While bewailing sectionality and
Its pernicious effects upon the country
Prof Grady has written a pamphlet
into which ho has infused all the gall
that words can convey and strjven his
utmost to breed hatred against New
England According to his pamphlet
New England was the whole loyal sec-
tion

¬

of the country and responsible for
the war and all that it brought upon
the South His claim as a historian
will appear to the most casual reader
as very shallow and perverse He starts
out with the proposition that the New
Englanders were an especially mis-
chievous

¬

lot who believed themselves
Gods chosen people and commanded
to punish and overthrow all others Of
course lie makes out that the Southern
people possessed all the virtues and
were free from the vices and faults of
the Yankees To support this view he
industriously rakes up in the early
archives of the country all tho little
instances and trivial occurrences which
will reflect reproach upon the New
Englanders He cites some of the in
stances of the bad conduct of the mili-

tia
¬

and of the grasping avarice cf the
people laying particular stress upon
their treatment of the Indians witches
and Quakers The absurd falsity of this
method of procedure Is that it i3 con-
founding

¬

the times with the people Of
course the same and wc might say
worse truth If -- we were disposed to
could be said about the people of tho
other colonies The same might be did
of the early history of Kansas Missouri
Arkansas and other new countries

The man that goes muck raking
around into any history ancient or
modern can always find any quantity
of muck Prof Grady may know some-
thing

¬

of mathematics but he exposes
a very gross Ignorance of ordinary
school chemistry when he says Cheap
whisky filtered thru charcoal and mixed
with rum in about the proportion ot
four gallons of whisky to ono of rum
and then run thru a rum distillery was
exported Any school boy would have
told him that the cheapest and easiest
way to make rum was by the distilla-
tion

¬

of the molasses brought by sailing
vessels from the West Indies to New
England They did not have to mix any
whisky with It It was more easily and
cheaply made the other way We only

to his has attracted
elemental facts

When It comes to talking about the
slave trade it Is the pot calling the
kettle black for anyone In the South
to reproach Now England as all of the
colonists were tarred with the same
stick in that particular Slave trading
was a very profitable business and all
that can be said In defense of New Eng-
land

¬

is that their consciences were
Kooner awakened about trafficking In
human flesh and public opinion was so
strongly aroused against it that New
England even before the Revolution
ceased its traffic while it continued to
be so respectable in the South that
slave traders flourished and held up
their heads with honest men even as
late as the beginning of tho war of
rebellion

South Carolina was only prevented
from declaring In favor of tho reopen-
ing

¬

of the slave trade when the at-
tempt

¬

was made to establish the South-
ern

¬

Confederacy by the necessity of
bringing Virginia Into the Confederacy
Virginia was then living mainly on tho
proceeds of the sales of her slaves to
the rest of tho South and this source
of income would havo been cut off If
South Carolina Louisiana and other
States had been allowed to export cheap
negros directly from Africa and Cuba

The crowning blunder that Prof
Grady makes Is however injassumlng
that New England was tho wholo thing
in ine war against the South It Is
truo that she was quite Important in
that war as was every loyal State and
County but numerically and politically
she was only a small part of tho great
Union host Millions of people who
had not so much as seen New England
earnestly supported the Union and sent
their sons to fight for its salvation
While the New England States did their
full duty In the war the rebellion was
crushed by the onormous weight of such
States as New York Pennsylvania
Ohio Indiana and Illinois Altogether
the New England States furnished 375
131 enlistments or about one eighth of
the wholo number New York New
Jersey and Pennsylvania furnished
9141C4 or pretty near three times as
many as New England whllo the great
Interior furnished 1098088 and the
Border States 301062 All of these
troops were it is true necessary for
tho triumph of the Union but Prof
Grady has selected a small unit to lav-
ish

¬

all of his diatribes upon Our col ¬

leges and universities have been Justly
accused of late years ot not furnishing
teachers with sufficient ability to con
alder great political and economical

g
subjectSr and Prof Grady la a conspicu-
ous

¬

Incident of how far this reproach
Is just

GUARANTEEING BANK DEPOSITS

After the most careful consideration
that could be given it by bankers busi ¬

ness mSh arid legislators Texas has
passed a law guaranteeing deposits in
the State banks This will go into oper-

ation
¬

hVlOlOand not be amendablo
for two years Since the law has been
put upon the statute books tho bankers
and othdrs are studying it carefully as
to the likelihood of how it will work
out practically As a rule all these
students are strongly in favor of the
principle of the law and their criti-
cisms

¬

arc mainly as to tho details in
its practical working These criticisms
show that while it Is easy to put a plank
favoring such guaranteeing in a plat-
form

¬

It Is a far more serious work to
frame a satisfactory law

Tho first criticism Is that a stock-
holder

¬

in a bank who may also have
deposits In the bank and certainly
should have will on account of his
being a stockholder not bo allowed to
get his deposit until all the others are
paid and It is feared that this will
prevent business men from making de
posits In the banks in which they have
stocks for fear that their money may
be tied up

The next question Is as to when and
how the depositors shall get their
money The law says that the depos-
itors

¬

shall be paid in full out of the cash
of said bank as far as this will go
and the remainder to bo made up from
tho guarantee fund There to no spe-
cific

¬

time mentioned when this payment
shall be made and it is foreseen that
there may be injunctions and other
legal delays to tic up the money in-

definitely
¬

It will be possible for inter ¬

ested parties to get an order from a
Judge taking the bank away from the
Commissioner and returning it to its
officials

The question of available cash Is
highly important If the bank had
available cash it would not fail And
while there irdght be plenty of cash in
tho guarantee fund during good times
It would speedily be dissipated if there
were a number of failures

The law provides that 75 per cent of
the guarantee fund shall be kept in the
State banks consequently each bank
that falls will have a part ot the fund
In its possession and that part will be
tied up during the proceedings If there
Is a panicand a number of banks fail
all of itund3wiUbe tied up

Still another objection is raised that
Interest bearingt deposits are not guar-
anteed

¬

protected by the law This
It is feajrd ijiljl work very badly both
for the Xanksi and for tho depositors
preventirig thec banks from receiving
time dero6its4ypon which they make
most of their mney

Still artlttherUlbjectlon ia raised to the
provIslonwhfei allows banks to be
started with a capital of 5000 and
upward 5 ThlffOwlll Inevitably lead to
the starting olm Immense number of
banksvw1jpcbwjll decrease the deposits
inrthe main onis and Increase thopos
sibllliies bt failures and loss

Under the lawa depositor must make
proof of his deposits within 45 days of
the closing of the bank and unless he
brings suit within six months his claim
is barred While all the criticisms are
friendly and the critics say that they
favor the principle of tho law yet it
vlll be seen that the law as enacted is
very far from satisfactory A great
many unexpected objections have been
raised with possibilities of the law
working much hardship

THE NUTRITIVE VALUE OF BEER
The English brewers have unwlsely

sought to stem the rising temperance
tide In tholr country by alleging the
old fallacies about the nutritive quail

mention this show Ignorance of ties ot beer This the

the

medical and other papers Into liberal
expositions of the scientific proof of tho
matter which is highly detrimental to
the claims of the brewers It Is pointed
out that In order to get as much true
value as there Is in a glass of milk a
man would have to drink so much beer
that tho alcohol In It would make him
stupidly drunk If It did not bring him
to the verge of delirium tremens The
statement of Baron von Llebig the
great German chemist is recalled that
there Is more nutritive value in the
flour that one can hold on the point of
a table knife than in 40 quarts of the
best Bavarian beer Gautier the great
French chemist and authority on foods
points out that beer contains an Im ¬

mense proportion of the salts that work
so disastrously upon the body and are
one of the causes for the hardening of
the arteries and a tendency to apoplexy
which proves so fatal to beer drinkers
Sir JVHIIam Roberts in England and
a number of eminent German physiolo ¬

gists havo carried on patient and long
experiments upon dogs and human be- -
Ings which have proven that beer is
highly detrimental to digestion inter-
fering

¬

to a very marked degree with
the digestion of starch which Is the
largest component in everybodys food

la
3 mi

A littlejcevent in tho Mediterranean
will causeiouf British cousins to sit up
with a dcjldedstart and take lively no
nce xno aioresum British cousins have
always hold the complacent view that
they werSsorar and away above all
other peoples sporting matters that
there couM bp n0 question about It
This Self SUfllelenrv h lunn rurtolv
Jarred m3ny tHnes by Americans and
now 11 receives a very stiff Jolt from
tho Germans who have never been
considered intho sporting class The
Captain 6 aJBritlsh warship lying at
Mcrslna fi the Levant challenged the
Captain oS the German warship Ham-
burg

¬

for a Tace with a picked crew
over a distance of 18000 feet He con-
descendingly

¬

offered the Germans a big
handicap as being the younger crew
The Germans not only accepted the
challenge but they declined the handi-
cap

¬

and won the race brilliantly by the
lead of 2250 feet or about one seventh
of the distance The Englishmen proved
to be bad losprs and declared that the
victory oi the Germans was duo to
their having a lighter boat whereupon
tho Germans offered to run tho race
over again in the English boat It is
pleasant to note that the German Cap
tain rewarded his crew for their victory

STRIKE AT A SOLDIERS HOME
Our women dont seem to be waiting

for the English suffragets to come over
here to tell them about their rights
More or less comely young women are
employed as waitresses at the Soldiers
Homo at Marlon Ind and naturally
these girls have beaux It appears that
unless thoy havo beaux they will lose
much of all that life Is worth living for
Recently MaJ George W Steele the
Governor of the Home Issued an order
that all persons not employed In tho
Home should leave the reservation when
taps were sounded at 9 oclock This
struck directly at the aforesaid beaux
vho were promptly fired off the res ¬

ervation as the bugle began playing
Say Deutcher Will You Fight Mlt

SIgel Tho next day just as dinner
was announced the girls or as we
should say young ladies marched out
in a body to the complete astonishment
and dismay of the hungry veterans in
the dining hall Gov Steclo was imme-
diately

¬

notified and hastened to the
scene of battle He found the girls
simply obdurate Granite was not more
immovable than their demands that
their beaux should be allowed to stay
until 10 or 11 oclock They said that
the young men could not come out until
8 and from 8 to 9 was entirely too
short a time for any young man to
make a successful siege of the girl he
wanted Maj Steele summoned the
janitors and other employes to distrib
ute the viands to tho waiting soldiers
AH accounts say that the old fellows
were remarkably patient and possibly
they might have joined In a sympathetic
striko In favor of tHe girls for each
one of them had a vivid remembrance
of how it had been with himself in the
das gone by After serving dinner
Maj Steele resumed negotiations with
the waitresses but their obduracy had
not abated and finally the Commandant
came down as gracefully as he could
and acceded to their demands as to
hours The latest advices say that
peace reigns on the West Fork of the
Whitewater and the veterans are get
ting their meals with the old time
promptness

DOES CAPITAL PUXISHMEXT PRE
VENT CONVICTIONS

In a thoughtful article In the Ameri
can Law Review Maynard Shipley
raises the question whether capital pun-

ishment
¬

does not prevent convictions in
murder cases by deterring the jury
from taking the responsibility for a
human life Ho points out that the
first State to abolish the death penalty
was Michigan in 1848 and Gov Austin
Blair said

Before the abolition of the death
penalty murders were not unfrequent
but convictions were rarely or never
obtained Convictions and punishment
are now much more certain than be-
fore

¬

the change was made The re-
form

¬

has been successfully tried and is
no longer an experiment

It is pointed out that the ratio of
convictions in Michigan of persons In-

dicted
¬

for murder Is 2882 per cent
whereas in Massachusetts the percent-
age

¬

is but 10 per cent It Is asserted
by Mr Andrew Palm that the convic ¬

tions in Rhode Island murder trials
amount to 5 per cent of the indict-
ments

¬

Wibconsin has abolished the
death penalty for this reason and
shows the highest percentage of con
victions among nine selected States Her
ratio is 405 per cent of the Indictments
Maine abolished capital punishment in
1876 and the ratio of convictions at
once rose from 154 per cent to 645
per cent Colorado abolished the death
penalty but four years later restored It
In 1901 leaving the Jury the right to
decide in Its verdict whether the death
penalty shall be life imprisonment or
death by hanging Since that time 50
per cent of the indictments for murder
have resulted in convictions On the
other hand Idaho In three years has
indicted 21 persons for murder and not
convicted one

The labor unions generally oppose
the death penalty and John J Fltzpat
rlck President of the Chicago Federa-
tion

¬

of Labor says that organized labor
everywhere stands for the abolition of
the extreme penalty

There seems to us ono fatal flaw In
this reasoning that is no Jury Is com
pelled to either find a prisoner guilty of
murder In the first degree or let him
go free Every jury has the privilege
of finding a prisoner guilty In a less
degree than charged and any juror
who has a repugrncv to rrrMtal pun-

ishment
¬

can vote for the second degree
of the crime which involves only life
imprisonment or even a shorter term

A BADLY INFORMED YOUTH
The editor of the St Joseph Gazette

Is In his own estimation a quite smart
young man who has been Chairman of
the Republican State Committee His
father was a good soldier but the
youth thinks he knows a great deal
more about the war thnn his father
knew and he writes such an editorial
as this

The Pension Department the larg ¬

est single Item of expense In our Na-
tional

¬

Government and the heaviest
drain on the National Treasury seems
to have escaped the searchlight of pub-
lic

¬

investigation In all the recent dis-
cussions

¬

of tariff and of Treasury defi
cits Manifestly both parties aro afraid
to attack pension frauds because of the
G A R vote No Congressman no
Senator and no President has had the
courage to combat sincerely this amaz-
ing

¬

scandal
Here Is a great work awaltinc the

American press This Government pay3
out over xio 000000 annually in pen
sions How much of that vast sum is
graft and how much Is the Just reward
or meritorious service No fair Amer
lean begrudges a pension honorably
earnoa dui wny snouid wo pay scores
of millions annually to the sisters and
cousins and aunts It Is well to re
member that every year old infant nt
the close ot tno war is now if living a
man or woman of 44 years of age al ¬

most old enough to be self supporting

These things hurt the veterans sorely
because tho St Joseph Gazette Is a
Republican paper and they are being
stabbed from a source whence they nat-
urally

¬

expect friendship Of course the
editor is grossly ignorant of the whole
pension system and his editorial shows
that he probably never bestowed five
minutes thought upon the subject Had
he done so he would have had no trou-
ble

¬

in finding out that repeated and
searching investigation under the most
crucial tests has demonstrated that the
pension roll Is the freest from graft and

by giving them leave to visit Jerusalem I corruption of any of the Government

expenditures Ho would also know
that tho pension roll to day Is big be ¬

cause it represents much the biggest
war in human history where there was
more fighting more killing and more
wounding than in all the wars of Eu-
rope

¬

for a century We are naturally
very sorry that a man whose father
was so good a soldier should profit so
little by his fathers example and his-
tory

¬

But these things will happen In
the best regulated families

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY LX RUSSLV

Tho struggle for religious liberty in
Tncita is j olmr on energetically In
spite of the Czars manifesto granting
religious liberty the persecution of oth
er creeds has continued unabated not

only against non Christian religions

but as Is usually the case those near
est tho othodox church continued to
receive the sharpest hostility The Old

Believers who follow an ancient form
of Greek Catholicism before It was
made the state church and who repre
sent the great mass of the business men
and respectable people of moderate
means have been systematically hound
ed and conversions to their form of be

lief prohibited Tho Old Believers rep-

resent
¬

what in other countries has been
the clean solid middle class people
whose method of life and thought has
been a constant Impeachment of the
established church and priesthood The
Duma passed an act giving all citizens
the right to choose their own religion
and be further allowed to change it as
they wished Children should have the
right to choose their own religion after
the age of 14 Thi3 act Is regarded in
Russia as equivalent to the French pro
ceedings In separating the church and
state and the liberal people of Russia
exult much over the progress attained
Tho representatives of the Orthodox
Greek Catholic Church fought this law
at every step with a vindictlveness that
can only be found in church quarrels
The clericals employed language in the
discussion that was absolutely too ob- -

scene to print in any paper and which
quickly drove all the ladles from the
hall

The National Tribune presents as a
candidate for a Carnegie medal Con-

ductor
¬

Chambers of the Northwestern
Railroad and he can count on all the
papers influence His service to hu-
manity

¬

fulfills the War Departments
requirements for a medal in doing
something unusual and not in the claim
ants line of duty It seems that he
was bringing back 1700 Black Hills
excursionists among whom were 18
mothers with babies Near Rapid City
S D the babies sent in a general alarm
for an immediate supply of milk This
was not available for reasons It is as
well not to discuss and Conductor
Chambers who is a married man rose
to the situation with true heroic like
promptness Stopping his train near a
pasture he took two train buckets and
singling out with a practiced eye some
high bred cows available for his pur-
pose

¬

began milking them The farm-
ers

¬

saw the man and started with
pitchforks to prevent being robbed of
Jersey cream but before thsy could ar
rive at the point Conductor Chambers
had filled his buckets and was making
fine time for the train which he board ¬

ed and gave the signal to start leav
ing the gentlemen with the pitchforks
looking with open mouths and probably
very profane anger at the disappearing
train Eighteen young American citi-
zens

¬

had their little insldes filled to
their supreme satisfaction and possibly
preventing their being stunted In their
development into great usefulness to
their country and other fellow citizens

Prof J L Merlam of the Teachers
College of the Missouri University is
trying a new experiment in teaching
The idea is to let the child do the
things it wants to do and thereby edu-
cate

¬

itself He will have none of the
old bugbear of teaching arithmetic

geography spelling and grammar
Numbers are taught by games and
there is a similar sugar coating in all
the exercises Prof Meriam does not
call them studies because that would
be too formal and compulsory We are
afraid that we shall have to write Prof
Merlam down In our fool class The
education that ho is giving will be of
mighty little value to the child in its
future career Life is work and suc-
cess

¬

is only attained by hard work and
stern discipline If there were some
way of earning ones bread without the
sweat of ones brow and getting a house
and clothes without putting in long
hours of toil then Prof Meriams
method of education might be worth
considering But the tears which are
shed by a child in its compulsory learn-
ing

¬

to read correctly to master rules
of arithmetic spell properly and to
speak and write tho English language
properly make for the growth of his
character and for his success and hap-
piness

¬

in future life There is no abso-
lutely

¬

easy road to knowledge any more
than there Is a comfortable and easy
way of raising a field of potatoes or
laying up a brick wall As tho old
Scotch maxim has it Nothing comes
without work except dirt and long
nails

President John Quincy Adams had
no doubt that the retrocession of a part
of the District of Columbia to Virginia
was unconstitutional and void He
wroto to a correspondent as follows

Quincy Mass Nov 9 184G
Sir In anwser to your letter of the

3d instant I have no hesitation to say
that I hold the act retroceding theCounty of Alexandria to the State ofVirginia as unconstitutional and void
How tho Supreme Court of the United
States would consider It I cannot under-
take

¬
to Judge nor how they could carry

It Into execution should they determine
the act unconstitutional Tho Consti
tution of the united States

Stat magnl nominis umbra
I am very respectfully etc your

ooeuient servant
John Quincy Adams

According to tho latest statistics
there are 594867 miles of railroads In
the world not including street rail-
ways

¬

sad other light constructions Of
these there re 199385 miles in Eu-
rope

¬

and 268058 in North America
There is nearly as much railroad in
North America as there is in Africa
Asia and Europe put together

THE JEWISH DIETARY
In the closing lecture of the Tubef

culosis Congress In England Prof F
Hunter Boyd paid high irlbuteto Iho
high value of the Jewish dietary Iaw3
which he said had the credit for tho
well known good health and longevity
of tho Jews and particularly for ihelr
Immunity from tubercular diseases Ho
declared the Jewish or Mosaic laws and
those founded upon them to be a com ¬

plete text book of hygiene
Undoubtedly much of this praise wa3

welt bestowed The Jews have for many
centuries been carefully elaborating
rules of conduct and diet which would
enable them to avoid diseases preserve
health and maintain their existence un-
der

¬

the most insanitary conditions It
Is said that In the Talmud there can be
found a law for everything from find ¬

ing a dead fly In a room to the proper
method of burial These laws havo
been carefully thought out elaborated
by endless generations of the best
thinkers In Israel and undoubtedly
form the most complete text book on
hygiene in the world

AH the same physicians are now in-
clining

¬

to the opinion that the immuni-
ty

¬

of Jews to pulmonary diseases re-

sults
¬

from natural selection Tor agc3
the greater part of those whom wo
know as Jews have been living In squal ¬

id crowded quarters In the moit in ¬

sanitary surroundings As a result
those who were liable to pulmonary
diseases from bad air and crowded
quarters died out long ago and left no
offspring In proof of this It Is asserted
that the Russian Jews who have been
living much more in the open air than
their brethren elsewhere die off from
pulmonary diseases In New York City
as rapidly as the Italians and others who
have come from the country districts
to crowd into the dirty tenements of
the lower part of th city

AMERICAX INFLUENCE IX CIIIXA
Events of the past fortnight show

our Government has awakened to tho
Importance of exerting a strong Influ-
ence

¬

in China and taking the appro-
priate

¬

steps thereto The nppointment
of Charles R Kane as Minister to China
Is regarded as an excellent ore and
the Chinese have expressed themselves
very favorably to him Then an im-
portant

¬

move has been takn to secure
a large slice of the projected Chinese
loan for our bankers This will be tho
beginning of financial transactions
which will bring China closer to this
country Russia has been -- legotiating
a treaty which would give her control
of the so called Chinese Eastern llai
way and the communities along tho
line We have protested strongly against
this as virtually an Invasion of China
by the Russians a violation of her In-

tegrity
¬

and opposed to the open dodr
principle Oar protest will eventually
block Russlas from acquiring the influ-
ence

¬

In China that she meditated

It looks as tho the disorders In Per
sia are at aft end and that that far--
renowned land will have again the
regime of peace and justice such as It
had not had for a thousand years Ah¬
med Mirz who has been proclaimed
Shah is the second son of his father
and Is preferred to his elder brother
because the latters mother was not a
Princess of the royal house of Persia
Ahmed Mirza is now in his 12th year
but the Government will be adminis-
tered

¬

by his uncle a council of men of
approve dcharacter and intelligence and
also a National Council composed ot
156 members elected by the clergy
nobles land owners tnd merchants
Both the British and Russian Govern-
ments

¬

will aid strongly in supporting
the new administration and will grant
Persia a loan which will put her fin ¬

ances on a sound footing

The Bulletin of the Bureau of Sta ¬

tistics shows a considerable improve-
ment

¬

in the business situation as indi-
cated

¬

by the shipments around the
Great Lakes The domestic shipments
show an increase of about 65 per cent
The ironore shipments were more than
double those of June 1908 The lum-
ber

¬

shipments were largely in excess ot
those of last year and the wheat ship-
ments

¬

show a considerable Increase for
June tho the total for the year is low-
er

¬

The shipments of corn and barley
were higher but those of oats and ryo
lower The freight traffic thru the
Sault Ste Marie Canal were about 60
per cent higher than in June of last
year

r

THE STRUGGLE FOR MISSOURL
John McElroys Struggle for Mis

souri has now come out and it is one
of the most satisfactory and commenda
ble additions to the history of the war
that has appeared anywhere It is a
handsome volume of 342 pages printed
in large type on good substantial pa
per and embellished with a number ot
illustrations of more than usual merit
Two of these are colored pictures one
of the momentous interview between
Gen Lyon and Frank Blair on one side
and Gov Jackson and Gen Sterling
Price on the other The other colored
picture Is a wonderfully life like repre- -
sentation of the busy levee of St Louis
before the war There are fine four
color maps ot the battlefields of Wilson
Creek and Pea Ridge with other maps
of Missouri and various lines of decor-
ation

¬

Excellent two color pictures of
Gens Lyons Frost Price Blair Fre
mont Sigel Hunter Hallack and Curtis
are scattered thru the book and in ad
dition there are many smaller pictures

As to the literary and historical char- -
acter of the book nothing need be said
since the writings of John McEIroy aro
well known and esteemed for their
correctness perspicuity and absolute
accuracy The book tells the story as
It has never been told before of the
momentous struggle among men of the
highest ability and daring to save Mis--
souri to the Union Life like pen pic-

tures
¬

are given of all of those who
took conspicuous parts in the great
contest and the book is one that every
student of the war should have In hi3
library It has a permanent value as
it gathers together much material
throwing light on that period of tho
war which has not been before pre-
sented

¬

in any volume
The book Is sent to any address pre-

paid
¬

upon the receipt of 200 Ad- -
dress The National Tribune Washnc- -
ton X C
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